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According to the New York Times (03/08/89), Rep. Lee Hamilton (D-Ind.) is "embroiled in a dispute
with President Oscar Arias of Costa Rica, who has often been praised by Democrats." In January,
Costa Rican authorities arrested John Hull, a citizen of both the US and Costa Rica, on charges of
undermining that nation's security and of drug trafficking. Hull, a native of Indiana, made his ranch
available for operations assisting the Nicaraguan contras at a time when US aid was prohibited. Hull
has reportedly admitted that he was on the CIA payroll to help the contras. On Jan. 26, Hamilton
and Rep. David Dreier (R-Calif.) were the first two signatories of a congressional letter to Arias that
said: "It is our hope that Mr. Hull's case can be concluded promptly and that it will be handled in
a manner that will not complicate US-Costa Rican relations. As you know, there is much debate
in the United States over policy toward Central America." In a letter, Arias responded as follows:
"Mr. John Hull is accused of serious crimes, among them that of participating in the illegal traffic of
drugs to the United States. It pains me that you insinuate that the exemplary relations between your
country and mine could deteriorate because our legal system is fighting against drug trafficking, no
matter how powerful the people who participate in it, or what external backing they night have."
Arias asserted that Hull had been treated with appropriate regard for his human rights, "about
which Costa Ricans need lessons from nobody." A copy of the Arias letter was made available to the
Times by the Chrisitic Institute, an independent research organization which is appealing a federal
judge's dismissal of a suit charging Hull and others with complicity in a 1984 bombing in Costa Rica.
On March 7, through a spokesperson Hamilton said that he had not yet received the letter.
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